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on blues instruments and how they were 
used to develop the blues music of the 
past. He was very instrumental in devel-
oping a rapport with his younger audi-
ence, involving them more with the pro-
gram by limited participation in the vocals 
of a few selected blues tunes. Towards 
the end of the show Hundt invited Joe 
Poluyanskis to the stage to join him on 
harmonica. To say the least, he had a 
very enthusiastic crowd to conclude this 
segment of blues in the schools spon-
sored by The Crossroads Blues Society. 
The Crossroads Blues Society would like 
to thank Joe Poluyanskis for his role in 
planning the program and Gerry Hundt for 
performing two highly successful shows 
enjoyed by all.  
 

Submitted by Rick Davis 

100th BITS Program 
 

Fruteland Jackson came to town just as 
he did in May 2002, a decade ago.  In 
2002 it was to conduct our first BITS pro-
gram and this time it was to celebrate our 
100th BITS program. Since that inaugural 
program, 30,000 students and 2,000 
teachers and school staff have “gotten the 
blues”.   
 

Jackson is no newcomer to BITS and has 
conducted hundreds of programs, includ-
ing 17 with Crossroads over the years.  
His field hollers and ranging vocals along 
with his authentic Delta-styled guitar pick-
ing and great educational program make 
him a big hit with the students.  He has a 
great educational tact with his programs 
and gets the kids involved mentally, musi-
cally and physically.  The morning session 
was our first in the South Beloit School 
District and the students at Riverside Ele-
mentary School.  The afternoon session 
was #100 and it was held at Martin Luther 
King Elementary School on Rockford’s 
West Side.  Both sessions were well at-
tended and Fruteland gave 100% for both 
programs! 

BITS with Gerry Hundt 

Gerry Hundt, blues musician, singer, and 
song writer was invited Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 22, 2012 to perform at Keith Country 
Day Upper School for a special Blues In 
The Schools program in conjunction with 
a unit of study on Chicago at the school. 
Coordinating the morning program at 
Keith Country Day School and afternoon 
B.I.T.S. program for Spring Creek Ele-
mentary School from the Crossroads 
Blues Society were Joe Poluyanskis and 
Rick Davis. 
 
Hundt is a Blue Bella 
Records recording 
artist and a 1995 
graduate of  Keith 
Country Day School. 
Gerry has performed 
in the United States 
and Europe with art-
ists like Nick Moss 
and the Flip Tops, 
Ronnie Shellist, and 
the late John-Alex 
Mason, just to name 
a few. Since re-
cording his most re-
cent CD Since Way 
Back, Chicago blues-
man Gerry Hundt 
was nominated for 
Blues Music Awards 

in 2008, 2009, 2010, & 2011 for Best In-
strumentalist, as well as featured at the 
Montreal Jazz Festival and The Blues 
Station in Tournon d'Agenais, France. 
 
Gerry opened the show at Keith Country 
Day School by discussing the early roots 
of blues at the turn of the 20th century in 
the Mississippi Delta. He discussed the 
early European and African influence that 
developed into the American roots music 
known as the blues. He mentioned and or 
played selected tunes from Mississippi 
Delta blues artists like Tampa Red, Muddy 
Waters, Son House, Elmore James, 
Robert Johnson, Bukka White, Big Joe 
Williams, Jimmy Reed, Big Bill Bronzy, 
Charley Patton, and Memphis Minnie. 
Early in the program, he described and 
demonstrated to the audience of 
130 students and 20 teachers 
the different types of early Delta 
blues instruments like the acous-
tic guitar and the National steel-
bodied resonator guitar, the 
loudest and showiest guitar 
available before amplification. 
Along with early guitar styles, 
Gerry discussed and demon-
strated the harmonica and slide 
guitar which were typical instru-
ments used to play the earliest 
of forms of the blues. Tying the 
program into the "Chicago" 
theme at Keith County Day 
School, Gerry made the program 
relative by discussing the migra-
tion of Delta musicians to Chicago like the 
famous Muddy Waters and introduced the 
electric guitar to the group, as well as the 
electric slide established by artists like 
Elmore James who was known as "the 
King of the Slide Guitar." He completed 
the program by continuing to educate the 

student body and fac-
ulty on the transition 
from the Delta blues 
style to the Chicago 
blues style and later 
the birth of rock 'n' roll, 
unfolding for later art-
ists like Chuck Berry 
and Led Zeppelin. 
 
The B.I.T.S.  programs 
continued in the after-
noon at Spring Creek 
Elementary School 
with a program de-
signed to an audience 
of faculty members 
and 330 students 
grades 2-6. Gerry 
changed the program 
by concentrating more 

Blues in the Schools 

Updates 


